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children are a cement that holds where nothing else could.
And it is the concentration upon the children which in in-
numerable cases sustains that feeling of common life which
is so essential for the stability of relationship. Where children
are lacking the interests of the married pair are directed
upon each other, which in itself might be a good thing. But
in practice, unfortunately, this preoccupation with one
another is not always of a very amiable character. Each
is inclined to hold the other responsible for the lack of satis-
faction felt by both. Probably under these circumstances
it is better that the wife should also be studying; for other-
wise she is apt to suffer from the lack of an object, Moreover,
many women when once married cannot tolerate it without
children, and become themselves intolerable. But when
the wife is also studying, she has at least a life outside of her
marriage that is sufficiently satisfying. A woman who is
focused on the child, and with whom the meaning of marriage
is concerned more with the child than with the husband,
should certainly think twice before undertaking a student-
marriage. She should also beware of the fact that the
maternal feeling often appears in an imperative form only
when marriage is an accomplished fact.
Concerning the prematureness of the s,tudent-marriage
we should note a fact that is relevant to all early marriages,
namely, that a woman of twenty is as a rule older than a man
of twenty-five, in so far as psychological judgment is concerned.
With many men of 25 psychological puberty is not yet
completed. But puberty is an epoch of life that is liable
to illusion and states of partial accountability. This springs
from the fact that the boy, up to the age of sexual maturity,
is as a rule quite childish, whereas the girl develops much
earlier the psychic subtleties that belong to puberty. Into
the childishness of the boy sexuality often breaks with a
stormy and brutal entrance; whilst with the girl, in spite of
the onset of puberty, it continues to slumber until the passion
of love awakeaas it. There are, however, a surprising number

